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RILEY
BASS/VOCALS

SHE/THEY
COFFEE ORDER:
LUKEWARM, MADE WITH
LOVE

* I’M A CANADIAN
MERCHANDISE
COLLECTOR

* MY LAST MEAL ON
EARTH WILL BE
PEANUT BUTTER

* MY MOST PRIZED
POSSESSION IS A
SIGNED BUILT TO
SPILL POSTER

IG: @RY.GUYZ6

=

NAMI
GUITARIST/VOCALIST/PAPA

ANY PRONOUNS

COFFEE ORDER: ANYTHING

THAT IS NOT SUPER BITTER

OR CAFFEINATED! I LIKE
OAT MILK LATTES

* I HAVE A DRAWER IN
MY CLOSET DEDICATED
TO TOE SOCKS

* I COLLECT GIANT
ROBOT MAGAZINES

* I PLAY MINECRAFT
EVERYDARY

IG:@THE.LIFE.RQUATICI19
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/ kivd of te my banvd makes and 4’1’1!/0,

HE/HIM
COFFEE ORDER: EARL
GREY TERA

* I MAKE NARRATIVE
SHORT FILMS AND THE
BAND’S MUSIC VIDEOS

* I’VE DONE EVERY
BOARDSPORT

* I BEAT THE FASTEST
LEVEL ON SPEED ONLINE
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Nam i : That's vet +rue ! You
guys were making €un of me !
Riley: Just cause you always
make sure +o spPREMD whey -
Ever you‘re M;ICQPlMQ +hem,
Nomi : T vemember comimg o
practice awnd takivg my

s hees ofF ’1’\/0( yeun guys Iooklﬂd
at my Leet| amd “being like
“Wwhat are yon wearinve 2V
Riley: You wounld like grab
Hnvgs ! ;

Nam 2 Oh yeah I wounld gmb
stuf® wth my +oes, hke my

ler _pivkie toe 15 veall
malleable o Some veasdy,

Savia t Whats yenr faverite

par +hat youn ownwn?’
Nami: Prebably my first palk
T ever 9ot I+ Jas like a
chocelate bar ovw 1+ awvd
then e each toe thecs g
diffevent :w@’odlcvf +hat
aeoes Ivto the chocolale bar,
T HuNk 1ts hke av qlmend
ON the big tee g and like sn-
947y avd yeah.

Savia: T guesy relakivg to +oe
socks, (¥ each member were
A +oe, which one wonld they
be? ;

Riley : Hmm... Thats a geoel

_ove. |
Eli: Lake, T +hink.T'd be a
pwky toe _
Riley: Yon'd be +he hitle pigay,
I bel-the Hhumb toe?

Be(au;je'l'm« Papa Pu;) Y-
Mami® Vo T phiwic T'd be $he

big +oe.

Riley : Well govd
Hywe *heve arve 2o/ ¢
Nowmy: 0k, so TANW
be right = \
Riley: No L' bc ‘
nrght becanse

Im domynvan+

Eh? T nave +o deal *
with +his,

Nom g : ¢k so Elis P,Nky 0P, L.
.‘(:uoi' eov V‘lc:)l/H .Foof?

Eli: T dont know.l.eFé foot 1
':)M}s& e ’
Now:Ok . LeF+ Loot pevky o)l
left foot big +oe , righ* |B
Loot g +oe€ : Wi
Riley : mm... T dont thw , (b
thats what we agreed o —

ON

Nowms s Yo cav have 2z Papqs 0@ / .
thats ok ! 1 9__7‘{‘°""f)‘1‘l)m

Rpley: That’s trne. o

Saria: How did you soys baild up
" YQ“' ‘*ﬂge FY(’, SeNte ? >
\Qw h”’t 4

Nami: I den$ kNOW, T'm
Still workivg on -that,
Riey: Well, T yust Jwk,
like ; have as mnch
Pon as I caw y'kww? >~

L'm gowva reovet
i BT dousy ot

ont of my head

-

and i en o

nvd 9o a 5 <
WATCH THE BEST %
OF THE INTER- %
VIEW ow youTUBE  “x

@E9y sgwared “
S



4

Rat Saw God

Wednesday
April 2023
by Nami Conness

Favorite: Bull Believer
Least Favorite: Bath County

WEDNESDAY! No, not the brooding child of Gomez and Morticia Adams, nor the worst
day of the week. I'm talking about the best Wednesday. The Asheville, NC based band
Wednesday. Fronted by singer and guitarist Karly Hartzman, the four-piece serves
familiar indie-rock riffs with a palatable side of country for all of us who see the
word “bluegrass” and immediately cover our ears.

Their latest release, Rat Saw God, was my first introduction to the group. I recall
sitting in the living room during band practice, a song echoing softly from our
drummer’s speakers. I quietly enjoyed Hartzman’s vocals and the clean guitar, before
eagerly shazam-ing and adding it to the ol’ Music library. “Quarry”. I always found
the title fitting. I'd soon discover Hartzman’s love for matching the titles of
songs to their lyrics quite literally.

As a child whose parents are united by their love of the Kinks, “Waterloo Sunset”

immediately starts playing when listening to the melody of Quarry’s verses. “Dirty
old river, must you keep rolling, flowing into the night?” is at times all I hear

while Hartzman sings of small town scenes.

The track is undeniably catchy, providing both the softness of the Kinks and a
sharp edge that explodes from Lenderman’s guitar. Hartzman hums on about kids with
Scoliosis, slumped in blow-up plastic pools, and angry hags observing a mysterious,
unidentified “quarry”. Her storytelling shines here and in tracks like “Chosen to
Deserve”, taking the listener on a road trip through Asheville, bumping along dirt
paths and passing through lush green forest. It feels both endearing and depressing,
a sort of “yep, that’s us!” to all the city-dwelling indie-heads who are unfamiliar
with small town living.

After my obsession with “Quarry” faded, I needed a new Wednesday banger to latch
onto. The undeniable climax of the LP, “Bull Believer” was immediately eerie,
Hartzman’s lyrics enticing and bloody.

(UOTSIdA 11N JO4 UBDS)



She calls to the dark side of religion; blind faith, and its consequences. She warns
of spirals into alcoholism, detailing bottles calling “you from their seats on the
choir riser”. Each verse steps deeper and deeper into chaos, and two minutes in I
feel like I'm experiencing either Ragnarok or the Rapture. The world is upside down,
blood flows under bridges, lightning strikes the sky from the earth, but the bull is
still fighting, charging through the stadium. He's nearly lost it seems, maybe to
the bottle, maybe something else, but Hartzman sings to it as a brother, as a pal
you'd get drinks with. She’s created a character out of vulgar slang, and turned it
into a symbol of desperate devotion, man’s natural ignorance. She comforts the bull
like a friend, then taunts it like a god. Overwhelms, persuades, and directs it.

After four minutes and forty seconds, the track comes to an unnerving stop. “Finish
him,” Hartzman emerges from the silence. Err finish who?! Who are we killing??
“Finish him,” she repeats, on and on in a soft drone, like an angel whispering as it
floats down from the heavens to greet you. Her orders turn to pleas, her words
dragging out in unstable “hiiiim”s. The rest of the band returns, steadily creeping
up from each direction, before reaching the summit.

Everything comes crashing down, Hartzman’s screams are unintelligible, Chelmis
dances atop layers of distortion, and a steady beat carries this unforgettable wave
of sound. Likely the only 8 minute song I’'ll listen to on the daily, “Bull Believer”
steadily descends, crescendos, then ends, and I'm left with an uncomfortable
silence, wondering what the hell just happened.

Rewinding to the beginning of the 10-track LP, the opener “Hot Rotten Grass Smell”
teases with soft guitar before ambushing the listener as guitarist and lap-steep
player Lenderman and Chelmis make their crashing introductions. The title, however
unenticing, matches the abrasive push and pull that cycles throughout this quick,
concise beginning to the album. It’s nightmare material, the lyrics, however few
there may be. Hartzman sings of seeing herself “dead at the end of a staircase”,
like those dreams where you know you’re dreaming but you also know you're about to
die in the dream, so you sort of just sit there and watch it happen (maybe that’s
just me?). What follows is thirty seconds of instrumental chaos, ending abruptly
with sounds of birds as Hartzman awakens from the dream. Cut short and to the point,
“Hot Rotten Grass Smell” is like the perfect trailer to a blockbuster film.

The gem once hidden in the tall grasses of Asheville, Wednesday tells demented
tales of rural living. Wednesday serves indie-rock with twang for dessert. Wednesday
makes evening train rides bearable. Wednesday made me use my fuzz pedal again. But
most of all, Wednesday released Rat Saw God on April 7th, 2023, a messy blend of ten
grunge-filled, heart-felt tunes.
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Alice yang
ig: Alice.yang2007

In the corner of the forest
18" x 18"
Acrylic

Garden
9” X 12”
Acrylic
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Chapter 2: Texas
It is yet another Christmas spent with my Mom in
Houston, Texas. | am 12, my brother is 10. | loved my
Christmases with my mom. It was always special,
tailored with such care to our specific interests. Though
she only saw us twice a year, She knew us so well. |
idolized her. She was the perfect woman. She was
gorgeous. She was brave. She was creative. She was
the most loving person, a single hug from her felt like
the condensation of all the love in the world given
especially to you. | knew that she had her bursts of
sadness, | understood the path from which she came. It
was apparent that she had some issues but | never
discounted her love because of it. Our long rides home
from the William P. Hobby airport where | arrived every
Winter and Summer were bittersweet. Houston was
rainy, the air was thick, and there was always this
dewey smell that stuck to you. I'd walk out to her, jump
into her arms and then the same routine would occur.
I'd get into her black honda littered with trash and see
the stickers spread across the dashboard. She’d put on
her classics, “Siouxsie and the banshees” and “Beach
House”. I'd catch up with her about this new guy | had a
crush on and how | was doing in school and she’d tell
me she broke up with her abusive ex- boyfriend again
» and had to move. These exchanges never shocked me,
she would swear he’s out of her life, for good this time,
and then go on about how she just needed to finish her
car lease and after would finally move back to LA.




FAV ARTISTS FAV SHOWS

-fiona apple - Adventure time
-mitski - Nana

-beach house - Bojack Horseman
-weyes blood - Soul eater
-strawberry

switchblade

e Me

- TR
Tk o0 SsaERy i ;’;\w“
e wotls X Mt g3
T Ana lefd ne putsiSly

Poad e e e poess WHAD Y-
n

‘\:'— ¢ YASS \’3;:;
Semuss Qsian,

Opal. People know me as a Fiona Apple fan and a very loud
individual. | have a monthly routine of cutting/dyeing my hair so
everytime you see me | will probably look different. | want to do
some form of creative writing in college like songwriting,
screenwriting, and poetry. | love my friends and | will do almost
anything for them, if anyone needs me | will be there, It's a
Samara guarantee. | am the friend group planner, | take care
of all of that and | love to do it. At the end of the day I’'m just a
strawberry girl fo life.
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Seen Me (2022)

The grass has felt my back

And the sand has felt my hair

The trees in my yard have seen me naked
They've even seen me bare

My yarn slept on my lap and my shirt has felt
my chest

My guilt has felt the dip of my throat and my
bed has seen the rest

The mud has felt my legs and slithered up my
stomach warm

The ocean slammed my hips and waist

The stones have grasped my arms

And my tears have kissed my eyes

And the stars have seen me grieve

My mother's scale has held me whole

And palm fronds felt my knees

Roses brushed my lips

Their stems have seen me dance

My shower head has heard me sing

And pencils felt my hands

The dirt has held me, soft and loose, and one
day I'll return

And the dirt will hold me once again, but
permanent and firm

Maybe once I've been devoured by that
nitrogen-rich grave

I might not miss the bliss of something I don't
even crave
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) a Sex A a L i b 9 ¢ Asexuality 15 a sexual orentation,

v o Just ke hemosexuality , b, cexnality , and heteresexua/ity, Tt 1s
both aw tdentity and a gpectrum. Asexual people Ave somre -
+times kwowmn as Ate op aces {or short. The asexunality
spectrum s an umbrella  feryn that describes a varety of

WAy S v which a erson  wmigh+t 1denvtiRy . while mos+
asexvwal peopie have lLiftle jwbeves) su having sex, +hey ma
eXkperience veomantic attraction . O+thers may ~ot . [87097]

r0-\$cxl/mlnl'y 15wt :\ (mces_ m:,hl’:

Tabs;mcnce blc of . wo\A:v‘ Friewdship, PL -A‘ c ES To G g T
wad velatjonsim ta , and ; :
dostmeuce vl o || epaimy o ) FREE RESOURCES

rely * Fall !

i 0‘7' 3‘."0“;’ keniias . Q;Pt":l’cuoczoarwsal A- N D ﬁ CCE Sg To0

W B

Sexval vepresson, || wni orgasm | CONDOMS, B RTH
Aversion, or dys- | [ * choose +o mas- 7 -
Fanction +nrbate - CoNTROL, 2 MORE ¢

7 loss enfumeo Sy shouts T e % PLANNED PARENTH Oop
+o a9e or clrgumd 40 evgage v sex-~ L P
stance C < hati uc«?.v.-l-v v HEA TH CENTERS :

L) h%PS :,'//I»\;‘“./[‘[J. F)iQMNed F,ay'g}‘y{-
heoed + © ve) / health - cevter

¢ Fear ofF fo’lMd( * be aty gelvdlf,aqe,
*iNailify 4o Fwd/ bnckgronwl % THE AFIYA CENTER &
k o partver ]| - have asyousc/clrlj \> hatps i/ www. the aPiya center
ven ; e Ova/

* GENDER JVUSTICE:
Ly https://www. genvden wstice

v Us/
* YOUR L-OCAL HEALTH CENTER:
Wy https 1 // Pivd a health cevter
hrsa.qgov/
W ALL~OPTIoNS ®

o

. . E.': Ly hikps s/ www. all-options .0
see > ., §..;:: /'/:‘[N(o =S t"lPPOI"{‘ ,/r{‘qlk///’;/(_’/
P L R T * THE TREvoR PROJECT :

-
i

b Wlps:/l www. thetrevon pre
Jr,{_.f'. 0"‘9/

PO 4 A DVOCATES FOR youTH 2

LY h-Hps: //www. a dvocate, Poin

_youth.ovre/ A

[ 3
.
L]
[ ]






